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ner of all other workes, and by reason of the good will Pericles bare him, he commanded all the other workmen. And this made the one to be greatly enuied, and the other to be very ill spoken of. For their enemies gaue it outabroade, that Phidiasreceiued the gentlewomen of the citie into his house^ vnder colour to go see his workes, and did conuey them to Pericles. Vpon this brute, the Comicall poets taking occasion, did cast out many slaunderous speeches against Pericles, accusing him that he kept one Menippus wife, who was his friend and lieutenant in the warres-: and burdened him further, that Pyri-lampes, one of his familiar friends also, brought vp foule, and specially peacockes, which he secretly sent vnto the women that Pericles kept But we must not wonder at those Satyres, that make profession to speake slaunderously against all the world, as it were to sacrifice the iniuries and wrongs they cast vpon honorable & good men, to the spite and enuy of the people, as vnto wicked spirits: considering that Stesimbrotus Thasian durst falsly accuse Pericles of detestable incest, and of abusing his owne sons wife. And this is the reason, in my opinion, why it is so hard a matter to come to the perfect knowledge of the truth of auncient things, by the monuments of historiographers : considering long processe of time, doth vtterly obscure the truth of matters, done in former times. For euery written historic speaking of men that are aliue, and of the time of things, whereof it maketh mention: sometime for hate and enuy, sometime for fauor or flatterie, doth disguise and corrupt the truth. But Pericles perceiuing that the orators of Thucydides faction, in their common orations did stil crie out vpon him, that he did vainely waste and consume the common treasure, and that he bestowed vpon the workes, all the whole reuenue of the citie : one day when the people were assembled